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“The human future on Mars” 
MSA Robert Zubrin public lecture series 23 - 27 March

  
Mars Society Australia (MSA) is a not-for-profit organisation pursuing research and education 
opportunities to ensure the exploration and settlement of the Red Planet, Mars.  MSA brings 
together scientists and other researchers from across Australia and internationally and provides 
opportunities for the wider community to learn about the latest Mars research.  
 
The MSA vision for space exploration involves humans living and working on Mars.  But 
travelling to and from Mars and surviving in the harsh Martian environment poses incredible 
challenges mixed with amazing opportunities for human explorers.   
 
MSA is supporting a three-states speaking tour by US Mars Society President Robert Zubrin as 
part of its mission to foster wider public awareness of Mars and its exploration. 
 
“Science is beginning to understand how to establish and maintain scientific outposts in the 
harsh Martian environment.  The Martian jigsaw is being pieced together through the collective 
effort of thousands of people around the globe doing simulated fieldwork and research related 
to the human exploration of this remote and extreme but fascinating planet. 
 
“Robert Zubrin will provide fascinating insights into the latest developments in this field of 
human endeavour.  This is a great opportunity to hear about cutting-edge science and theory 
behind Mars exploration.”  says Jon Clarke, MSA President. 
 
Robert Zubrin public lectures: 

Canberra: Monday 23 March: 6:30pm. Weston Theatre, JG Crawford Building, ANU. 
(Arranged jointly with the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics.)  Contact: Jon 
Clarke, MSA President. M: 0418 401 612 or E: jon.clarke@bigpond.com   
Adelaide: Tuesday 24 March: 7:00pm.  Lecture Theatre S112, University of Adelaide. 
(Arranged jointly with the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and with support 
from Nova Systems.) Contact: Marcia Tanner M:0417 800 956 or E:  mt01@adam.com.au 

Melbourne:  
1. Wednesday 25 March: 1:00-2:00pm.  Redmond Barry Building (103 Lower Theatre) 
University of Melbourne.  Bookings not required.     
2. Friday 27 March: 6:30–8:00pm - Bookings essential. (Arranged with the Space 
Association of Australia). RMIT Central City Campus, Swanston Academic Building, 445 
Swanston St, Room 080.02.002. via http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/mars-direct-humans-to-the-red-planet-within-
a-decade-tickets-16080952562?aff=es2  Contact: Guy Murphy M: 0416 794 688, E: 
gmmurphy@ozemail.com.au 
 
Robert Zubrin’s visit is part of a very active MSA schedule.  In January this year MSA 
participated in a New Zealand Spaceward Bound expedition with NASA and the Zealand Mars 
Society. MSA members joined New Zealand teachers, students and scientists and NASA 
Astrobiologists to explore extreme environments and conduct scientific experiments that might 
one day provide insight for the search of life on other planets.  For more information see: 
http://astrobiology.kiwi/spaceward-bound-new-zealand/ 



 
 

 
 
July 2014 saw the highly successful MSA Mars Robot Challenge at Arkaroola, South Australia.  
This, the most recent MSA remote Australia field expedition, saw Australian and international 
scientists, including an Indian robotics team, and Australian students test field robotics and 
human field operations with the goal of developing operational concepts for Mars.  Teachers 
from NSW and South Australia used the expedition to better equip them in teaching of science 
to stimulate and inspire students and researchers in the disciplines of field robotics, planetary 
geology, astrobiology, and education  through multidisciplinary interaction in the field.  For more 
information see: http://marssociety.org.au/arkaroola-mars-robot-challenge-expedition 
 
MSA members also presented at international space exploration conferences in Australia and 
overseas throughout 2014 and will be doing so again in 2015. 
 
MSA Media contacts: 
• Canberra and Adelaide:  Jon Clarke, MSA President, M: 0418 401 612 or E: 

jon.clarke@bigpond.com visit 
• Melbourne: Guy Murphy,  M:0416 794 688, E:  gmmurphy@ozemail.com.au 
• marssociety.org.au  or Facebook Mars-Society-Australia 
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Additional details  
• Robert Zubrin lectures: MSA website www.msa.org.au  
• Mars Direct and US Mars Society www.marssociety.org/home/about/mars-direct 
  
MSA Arkaroola Mars Robot Challenge  
                        

                
 
 
Where is Mars now? 
Mars is currently setting shortly after the sun in the southern hemisphere, making it difficult to 
spot.  To see Mars you will need to view before it disappears over the Western horizon just after 
sunset. See  http://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/visible-planets-tonight-mars-jupiter-
venus-saturn-mercury for additional directions for finding Mars is in the night sky.  Remember 
NEVER look directly at the sun! 


